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Vermont has the highest underage drinking in the nation, second highest rate of underage binge drinking , highest past year and 2nd highest past month use of marijuana.   Youth suicides are the 2nd leading cause of death for our15-24 year olds, and 3rd for our 10-14 year olds. With these sobering statistics in mind the Student Assistance Program (SAP)  is the only comprehensive educational program in the State; with 92 schools providing an onsite Student Assistance Counselor to deal directly in Substance Abuse Education, Prevention and Consultation to over half of the student population; at a fraction of the cost of other programs.  I note that despite very high rates of underage drinking, the proportion of youth in Vermont who begin drinking before age 13 has decreased by 50%since 1993.  This likely due in no small part to the SAP program.
If the 20 years of SAP infrastructure is eliminated the following programs will be eliminated or reduced.  The first three are laws enacted by the Legislature.
1)Act 51-Board Rule 4200-in 1983 Legislators enacted a law that would designated a key  person in the school to provide ATOD services and education to students and staff.
2). Bullying/Harassment & Suicide Education: After the death of Ryan Halligan Acts 91 &  117  (2004) was introduced. The SAP's provide the trainings for both; Vermont has a SAMSHA grant to provide the Life Lines Curriculum for the students in high schools  that SAP's are trained in. 
3.) S.13-Act 1-Targ/Sexual abuse education in response to the Brooke Bennett tragedy, enacted in 2009.
Along with the above laws SAP’s are advisors to the following programs; many of these programs would be crippled or eliminated because other school personal do not have the time to become an advisor: VT Teen Leadership Safety Program (VTLSP), VT Kids Against Tobacco (VKAT), Smoking Cessation groups, Our Voices Exposed (OVX), Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD), Project Prom, Project Graduation, Social Norms Campaign-Street Teams. And most SAP’s are involved in the Suicide Campaign-UMatter, Life Lines Curriculum.

· SAP’s provide critical onsite ATOD screening

· SAP’s provide critical onsite immediate crisis services

· SAP’s provide immediate consultation to students in distress.

· SAP’s provide education in the classroom, in groups, to teachers, and parents.

· SAP’s oversee the Youth Risk Behavior Survey that occurs in schools every two years; and uses this data as a baseline for their work.
